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officials, and interested organizations to observe that week with appropri
ate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of April in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fourth. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4753 of April 28, 1980 

National Energy Conservation Days, National Transportation 
Week, 1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The security of our Nation and the vitality of our economy are dependent 
on our wise use of limited energy resources. Transportation consumes half 
of our petroleum fuel. As a Nation we have begun to conserve, but we can 
do much more—by using public transit, by joining carpools and vanpools, 
by driving efficiently, and by observing the 55 mile-per-hour speed limit. 

Public transit plays an important role in the life of our cities by providing 
an energy-efficient means of commuting, by helping to relieve congestion, 
by improving air quality, and by helping to revitalize our downtown areas. 
Public transit is the best, and sometimes the only, means of transportation 
for many of our elderly, our poor, and our very young. 

The national maximum 55 mile-per-hour speed limit is a proven way to 
save lives and energy. If all motorists obeyed the law, we would save 
almost 6 billion gallons of motor fuel each year. Compliance with the law 
also saves lives. For the three years before the 55 mile-per-hour speed limit 
became law annual fatalities averaged more than 54,000. For the following 
three years the average dropped to 45,000, proving that the law has been 
the single biggest factor in reducing highway fatalities. 

The immense expenditure for individual driving adds to inflation, seriously 
affects our balance of payments, and threatens our standard of living. Care
ful selection, operation, and maintenance of our vehicles can reverse the 
trend in operating costs for all of us and reduce the need for imported oil. 

Ridesharing has enormous energy-saving potential and can reduce substian-
tially our Nation's dependence on imported oil. Currently, 52 million people 
drive alone to work. If these drivers joined together in sharing the ride, at 
least 26 million cars would be removed from our congested highways, and 
we could save an additional 22.7 million gallons of fuel each workday and 
help improve our air quality. 

In view of the contributions of these measures to the conservation of our 
energy resources, NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the 
United States of America, designate 

Monday, May 12, 1980, as National Public Transit Day 

Tuesday, May 13, 1980, as National Drive 55 Day 

Wednesday, May 14, 1980, as National Driver Efficiency Day, and 

Thursday, May 15, 1980, as National Ridesharing Day. 
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I urge all Governors, appropriate Federal officials, transportation organiza
tions, and the people of the United States to join with the U.S. Department 
of Transportation in observing these days in recognition of the vital role 
that transportation plays in our daily lives and in the future of an energy-
secure America. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
fourth. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4754 of May 1,1980 

Prayer for Peace 
Memorial Day, May 26,1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

It has been a national tradition since the end of the Civil War to remember 
on Memorial Day the men and women of America who fought and died on 
the battlefield. We owe them a debt that can never be annulled. Their sac
rifice endowed us with liberty and made our country a leader among na
tions. 

But on this day of mourning and of homage to the heroes of the past, let us 
also remember the duty we owe to coming generations to be firm in the 
cause of liberty. 

This past year we have had abundant proof that American courage still 
lives—eight Americans gave up their lives and others were seriously in
jured in the attempt to free their fellow Americans held hostage in Iran. We 
can take pride in our concern for national honor and in the firmness and 
restraint with which Americans face crisis. Mindful of our historic duty, we 
have become even more determined to defend our interests, protect our lib
erties, and promote our ideals. At the same time, we remain firmly commit
ted to working with other nations to solve world problems together and to 
strengthen the foundations of world peace. 

In recognition of those Americans to whom we pay tribute today, the Con
gress, by joint resolution of May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has requested the 36 USC 169g. 
President to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the United 
States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent 
peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the United 
States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 1980, as a 
day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in 
each locahty at 11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in 
prayer. 

I urge the press, radio, television, and all other information media to coop
erate in this observance. 
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